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(b)  Infants, i.e. a person who has not attained the age of 21 by the ,
relevant qualifying date for compilation of the register.1

(c)  Lunatics and idiots.

(d)  Peers.2

(e)  Persons convicted of treason or felony who have not com-
pleted their punishment or been pardoned provided that they were
sentenced to imprisonment for more than twelve months.

(/) Persons convicted of corrupt and illegal practices at elections,
suffer a temporary disqualification which is universal in its incidence
in the case of a corrupt practice; local in the case of an illegal
practice.3

The following are the main categories of persons who are disquali-
fied from sitting and voting as members of the House of Commons :

(a) Aliens, but citizens of the Republic of Ireland are not Disqualifica-

(b)  Infants.
(c)  Lunatics and Idiots. By the provisions of the Lunacy (Vacating
of Seats) Act, 1886, the committal or reception of a member must
be reported to the Speaker. The Speaker obtains a report from the
Lunacy Commissioners, followed by another report after an interval
of six months, and, if the member is still of unsound mind, his seat
is vacated.
(d)  Peers.4
(e)  Clergy ordained in the Church of England and Church of Ire-
land,5 Ministers of the Presbyterian Church of Scotland, and Priests
of the Roman Catholic Church.
(/) Persons holding pensions at the pleasure of the Crown, other
than holders of civil, military and diplomatic service pensions.
(g) Bankrupts.6
(h) Persons guilty of corrupt or illegal practices, as provided by
Parts II and III of the Representation of the People Act, 1949,
which reproduces with amendments the law enacted by the Corrupt
and Illegal Practices Prevention Act, 1883.3 The disqualification
1 See Electoral Registers Act, 1949, s. 2, for the voting rights of certain persons
coming of age during the currency of the electoral register.
a An Irish peer, other than one who before 1922 had been elected as a repre-
sentative peer (see pp. 75 and 77, ante), can exercise the franchise if he is a
member of the House of Commons.
8 P. 390, jaw/.
*  Peers of Ireland who had not been elected before the creation of the Irish
Free State as representative peers in the House of Lords are eligible for member-
ship except for Northern Ireland constituencies.
f Re MacManaway, [1951] A.C, 161 ; Report of Select Committee on Clergy
Disqualification, H.C. 200 (1953).
*  The disqualification lasts until five years after discharge, unless the discharge
is accompanied by a certificate that the bankruptcy was not caused by the
bankrupt's misconduct.